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Welcome to this new and exciting venture!
Earlier this year the accrediting associations for professional genealogists in Ireland
and Scotland came together to form an Alliance for the mutual benefit of their
members.
Under the terms of this alliance, AGI (Accredited Genealogists Ireland) and ASGRA
(Association of Scottish Genealogists and Researchers in Archives) agreed to
promote and assist the work of each other as appropriate.


Specifically both organisations agreed:
o
o
o
o
o
o

to establish a reciprocal link on each website
to produce a joint Newsletter
to refer potential clients to the other organisation
to sharing resources at events attended by both organisations
to distribute each other’s promotional material at appropriate events
to exchange relevant information.

The associations also undertook to invite each other to any professional
development event that they were organising, the first of which will be held in Belfast
this September and the second in Edinburgh in October. Details can be found later
in this Newsletter.
In addition, the associations agreed to work together wherever appropriate on joint
ventures, including annual events or conferences.
This Newsletter is one of the first fruits of this co-operation. It has been put together
by Michael Walsh MAGI from AGI and Kirsteen Mulhern from ASGRA. The
production responsibilities for the Newsletter have been cheerfully assumed by John
Grenham MAGI.
We hope you find it useful, enjoyable and we would welcome your comments and
suggestions.
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Any content for inclusion in Connect will be most gratefully received and can be sent to Michael
Walsh (AGI) michael9walsh@gmail.com or Kirsteen Mulhern (ASGRA)
scottishgenealogy@gmail.com.

Our next edition will go out in November and the deadline for submissions is 31 September.

We hope that you enjoy reading the Newsletter!
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News from Ireland...
AGI / ASGRA Alliance CPD Event in Belfast

Programme
Monday 19 September 2016
10.00 PRONI

Optional coffee / breakfast in café (own arrangements)

10.30 PRONI

Welcome from AGI President & ASGRA Chairman

11.00 PRONI

Lecture by Patrick Fitzgerald, Mellon Centre for Migration Studies
„ower the sheugh‟: considering Irish and Scottish Migration
across the Narrow Sea in Historical Perspective

12.00 PRONI

Lecture by William Roulston, Ulster Historical Foundation
The Plantation of Ulster: the Story of the Scots

1.15

PRONI

Lunch

2.30

Choice
or
or
or

6.00

Premier Inn

PRONI repository tour
PRONI research
Titanic Belfast tour (own expense)
chat to colleagues
Drinks reception

Tuesday 20 September 2016
11.00 PHSI

Presbyterian Historical Society of Ireland talk & tour

12.30 city centre

Lunch (own arrangements)

2.15

Linen Hall Library

Irish Language & Ulster Scots and Genealogy Tour

3.15

Linen Hall Library

tea / coffee & scones

4.00

concludes
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Back to Our Past: 21-23 October 2016
The biggest genealogical event in Ireland each year is the Genealogical Exhibition “Back to Our
Past” which forms part of a huge national exhibition aimed at presenting goods and services which
are available for the over 50s . This is held every year at the Royal Dublin Show (RDS) exhibition
centre in Ballsbridge, Dublin city.
The “Back to Our Past” section is a unique event bringing together professional genealogy
associations, the largest commercial website providers, hardware and software suppliers and a variety
of groups, organisations and companies who are involved in genealogy in Ireland. The event also
provides an opportunity for the members of the public to book a private session with a professional
genealogist from AGI to discuss their family history research and any problems they may be facing
and to seek help and advice. This year‟s programme has not yet been finalised, but there is often a
series of lectures on genealogical topics running throughout the weekend.
The exhibition is held over 3 days and this year runs from Friday 21 October 2016 to Sunday 23
October 2016 inclusive. The RDS is well served by buses from the city centre and offers refreshment
facilities. The entrance fee is normally €10 which can be paid on the door.

News from ASGRA in Scotland...
We have recently begun a series of Continuing Professional Development [CPD] talks – not just for
our members, but for all genealogy practitioners. The first session was a great success: Ian Marson
shared his experiences on the subject of „Running a Genealogy Research Business‟ and we were
pleased to welcome 24 non-ASGRA members to this event, in addition to those from our own
organisation.
The feedback from the event indicated that, without exception, all participants would be interested in
attending future CPD events run by ASGRA. If you have any suggestions for future topics then
please just contact our chairman or secretary (contact details on page 1).
It is great to be able to share knowledge and experiences in this way and we are planning more of
these events in the future – watch this space!
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We are delighted to be able to show off our new ASGRA Association Arms
(pictured on the left). Our motto is Historia Vitae Magistra Est (History is the
Tutor of Life) which we think is very appropriate to all of us.
ASGRA chair Janet Bishop said, „this is the result of many months of discussion,
deliberation, and design…it isn‟t easy to design a coat of arms that will signify what
you stand for, but I think the Petitioners have achieved exactly that.‟
The Petitioners were Janet Bishop, Stuart Coles, John McGee, and Kirsteen Mulhern – ASGRA
members thank them for their hard work on this.
Our two new external advisors (Geoffrey Hare and Catherine Hare) continue to be of invaluable help
as ASGRA standardises procedures and works to develop our assessment process through external
moderation.
You can read more about both of our advisors online at:
http://www.asgra.co.uk/eam.php and http://www.asgra.co.uk/spa.php. Our thanks go to Geoff and
Catherine for all that they are doing in these areas.

ASGRA Members’ Announcements
One of our members, Sylvia Valentine, received her MLitt in Family and Local History from Dundee
University on 22 June and we offer her our hearty congratulations.
We are very pleased to announce that Linda Kerr has successfully
made the transition from probationer to full ASGRA member. Well
done Linda!
Last, but not least, we are delighted to welcome a new probationer
to our ranks. Jenny Duffy, who was formerly an archivist at the
National Records of Scotland, has joined us and we look forward to
helping her progression to full member status in the coming months.
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Meet the Council Office bearers
In each issue we will introduce two of the principal office bearers from AGI and ASGRA. In this our
first newsletter, it is the turn of the AGI President, Máire Mac Conghail and ASGRA Chairman, Janet
Bishop.

AGI President: Máire Mac Conghail
At the AGM of Accredited Genealogists Ireland in December 2015 Máire Mac Conghail was elected
to the office of President following the culmination
of Steven Smyrl‟s three year term as President.
Máire is a graduate of National University of
Ireland (University College Dublin) and holds the
Diploma in Local Studies from NUI, Maynooth.
She has been practicing as a professional
genealogist and historical researcher for over 40
years.
Máire was accepted as a member of Accredited
Genealogists Ireland (formerly Association of
Professional Genealogists of Ireland) in 1991 and
has served as honorary secretary and treasurer.

Máire is a member of the Irish Manuscripts Commission (IMC) and was a member of the National
Archives Advisory Council (NAAC); she is a Fellow of the Irish Genealogical Research Society
(IGRS) and was a member of the first Board of the National Library of Ireland (2005-2010). She
participates in the genealogy service of the National Archives of Ireland
Máire tutors genealogy to adult education classes, under the aegis of Dublin and Dún Laoghaire
Education and Training Board, at Kiltiernan and Dundrum. With her colleague Paul Gorry she coauthored, Tracing Irish Ancestors (HarperCollins 1997).
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ASGRA Chairman: Janet Bishop
Born in Dumfries, but brought up and educated in Kirkcaldy, Janet
moved to Aberdeen in 1973, to study modern languages, eventually
specialising in Business French and German. Having decided for
various reasons not to take up a post with the UN in Rome (how
different things might have turned out!) she began her working life
as an investment company branch administrator in Aberdeen at the
end of the 1970s.
From the mid-1980s, in partnership with her husband (a music
teacher at nearby Gordonstoun School), she ran a private music
teaching practice in Lossiemouth and Elgin, Moray, incorporating
centres for External Examinations of Trinity College of Music
London and London College of Music - before embarking on yet
another career change!
She has now been a professional genealogist for 17 years, and is
permanently based in Fife, specialising in legal and intestacy work,
while still enjoying the less-stressful ancestral research
commissions. Having previously lived in the North East of Scotland for 38 years, she has a particular
interest in the counties of Moray, Banff and Nairn.
A member of both ASGRA and AGRA, Janet joined ASGRA Council in 2004, progressed to
Secretary, and has been ASGRA Chairman since 2010.
As is usually the case with the family-history-obsessed, her leisure time also revolves round the
subject, and she is currently also Chairman of SAFHS (Scottish Association of Family History
Societies). She likes to relax with crosswords, Facebook, Candy Crush and gin – not necessarily in
that order!

Getting to know each other.
Introducing John Grenham from AGI
John Grenham MAGI is the doyen of Irish Genealogy. He has written the
authoritative reference book for Irish genealogists “Tracing your Irish
Ancestors” which was first published in 1992 and is now in its 4th Edition.
He has worked at the Genealogical Office in Dublin and for many years he
wrote a regular column in the “Irish Times”. He is much sought after as a
speaker, TV expert and genealogical authority. The AGI website is
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carefully managed by John who also manages his own genealogical website Irish Ancestors which
can be visited at https://www.johngrenham.com.

John Grenham
Name: John Grenham

Email: john@johngrenham.com

Occupation: Jack-of-all-trades

Location: Dublin

Areas of research and specialisms:
Databases. I design them and so have some idea of their flaws, and how those
flaws can be got around with a bit of ingenuity.

What brought you into genealogy?
An evil fairy cursed me in my cradle? No, I was doing a doctorate, and needed a
way of making a living that could be picked up and left down at will, and my
friend Anne Brennan was already doing it. After a bit, I found I enjoyed the buzz
of finding things. The doctorate is still ripening away on its own.
What has been your favourite piece of research or most interesting
assignment?
I think discovering that the model for James Joyce's Molly Bloom, Marion Hunter,
was actually a cousin of Lewis Carroll. Two of my favourite writers connected at a
stroke.
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What is your favourite Archive and Why?
I like the visceral touch-and-feel of the two-hundred-year old documents in the
Registry of Deeds, but for helpful staff, ease of access and deeply gnarly records, it
has to be the Valuation Office.
How is your own family tree?
Expanding sideways rather than backwards. Finding hundreds of fourth and fifth
cousins gives you a wonderful sense of just how interconnected we all really are.
What tips can you offer a beginner?
Be sceptical and record everything. Don't get fixated on your direct line. Indulge
your nosiness about your ancestors' neighbours on the National Archives census
website.

How do you relax or what other interests do you have?
I'm a big fan of real music - blues, jazz, afro-caribbean, reggae, African and such. I
cook with obscene amounts of garlic and eat the results accompanied by nonobscene amounts of red wine. I read far too much science fiction.

Introducing Val Wilson from ASGRA
We recently asked ASGRA member Val Wilson to tell us a little
about herself and her adventures in genealogical research. Val is
based in Edinburgh from where she runs her own research
company, NB Information, and is a well-known member of
ASGRA having previously served as Secretary on ASGRA
Council. She is currently serving as an ordinary member on
Council.
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Val Wilson
Name: Val Wilson
Email: val@nb-info.co.uk
Occupation: Genealogist and Researcher
Location: Edinburgh
Areas of research and specialisms:
I work on Scottish archival and family history research in national and local archives and
the ScotlandsPeople Centre. Research in Edinburgh City Archives is one of my specialities.
In addition, I also undertake property, business, legal and living persons and probate
research.
What brought you into genealogy?
After giving up work in the IT industry I started researching my own family. That led to
completing various courses on family and local history at the Open University and Dundee
University, culminating in a Masters degree in Scottish Studies at Edinburgh University.
That background helped me in setting up my own research and genealogy business.
What has been your favourite piece of research or most interesting assignment?
That one is easy. Over the period of a year I researched a family which was involved in the
brewing and music business in Edinburgh and Stirling. The research involved all sorts of
genealogy, business and newspaper records. It culminated in getting a book printed for my
client which I am very proud of!
What is your favourite Archive and Why?
Edinburgh City Archives. I volunteer there one day a week and I see so many records that
are underused. My aim is to make them more available for research if I can.
How is your own family tree?
A bit static at the moment. I really should go back and fill in some of the gaps now that
more records area available.
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What tips can you offer a beginner?
Always look at the original sources – never believe anyone else‟s research unless they quote
the source or you can find the source yourself.
Don‟t just look at births, marriages and deaths. For example, look at where they lived, what
their occupations were, what social conditions were like at the time. Make them people, not
just facts.
How do you relax or what other interests do you have?
Running and exercising at the gym, reading and going to the cinema.

Focus on…
We will focus in each issue on a Scottish or Irish archive.
The purpose of these guides will be to give some „top tips‟ for practical use of the archives based on
experiences of users. So you‟ll hopefully find out some different details to those advertised on the
archives websites! We hope that this will help new users to feel more comfortable using these
archives for the first time. The authors of the pieces are also happy to hear from new users of these
archives if they have any further questions about them.

The National Records of Scotland
The National Records of Scotland [NRS] brings together the
records of the former National Archives of Scotland and the former
General Register Office for Scotland, and is probably one of the
first places that many genealogists and researchers turn to in their
search for their ancestry. Through their ScotlandsPeople website, the NRS facilitate access to
(among other things) Statutory Records of Births, Deaths, and Marriages, to Census records, and to
Catholic and Old Parish Registers – some dating back to the 1500s.
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If you want to go beyond the website, however, and delve deeper into the huge amounts of archival
records held at the NRS then you will probably want to make a visit
to one of their buildings in Edinburgh. The NRS has a central
campus for public access in their two buildings on Princes Street.
The ScotlandsPeople centre offers access to their main family
history sources (via a computer system similar to the online
version), and the Historical Search Room offers access to most other
archival source material.
The NRS central campus is very convenient for train links (being
about 2 minutes‟ walk from Edinburgh Waverley Station) and for
bus links (being about 5 minutes‟ walk from the main bus station).
However, be warned, parking is a nightmare! Most people do choose public transport (including
useful „park-and-ride‟ facilities) rather than trying to bring their car into the city centre, although
disabled parking is available by prior arrangement.
There is a handy café on site which serves light meals and snacks (as well as breakfast rolls and very
nice cakes!) There is also no shortage of places on Princes Street and in the surrounding area to get
anything from a sandwich to a 3 course meal.
With such a massive amount of records to view, preparation is key in planning any research trip to
the archives here. A great first port of call are the individual research guides which the NRS has
published which tell you all about the various different records they hold. From these you can get an
idea of what sort of records might be useful for your particular research.
Once you are familiar with these, then you can move on to explore the archival catalogue which is
available online. You can use keywords to search and refine your search by date. There is also a
separate maps and plans catalogue (more about them in a minute). Be creative with your keywords
when searching the catalogue: try different spellings of words and names. If you can‟t find what you
want using one term, then try another related one (e.g. swapping „leases‟ for „rentals‟ in searches will
bring up very different results). Bear in mind that the catalogue is just that – a catalogue. You won‟t
be able to view any records online using this, but you will hopefully be able to narrow down your
search enough to give you a shortlist of items that you may wish to view when you visit.

Before you visit, please do e-mail the archives. The archivists in the
Search Rooms can offer help with simple enquiries, and can offer
advice on using particular records, but they cannot undertake any
research for people (that‟s why you might want to hire a professional
researcher from Scotland!!!). Also remember that some records are
stored off site and they require at least 48 hours‟ notice to bring
them in. Maps and Plans cannot be viewed in the Princes Street
buildings, so if you are wanting to see them, then you will need to
give extra notice (it can take up to 10 working days on occasion to
make access to these possible – and you may have to make an appointment to visit the plans store
facility which is in another part of Edinburgh). The plans facility is usually only accessible by
appointment on a Wednesday, so do bear this in mind and give as much warning as possible of any
intended visit.
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In terms of final, practical details, if you are visiting the ScotlandsPeople centre to view their records,
then a fee of £15 per day is charged – you can book a place in advance (recommended in the summer
when it can be busy). Access to the Historical Search Room and the Plans Facility is free, but you
will need to apply for a reader‟s ticket – so do bring along proof of identification, proof of address,
and two passport sized photographs of yourself.
The NRS is a large archive and can be a bit intimidating to the novice visitor! But with a bit of
advance planning, you can make life a bit easier on your first visit. There are always archivists on
duty in the Historical Search Room, and staff are also always available in the ScotlandsPeople centre
– so do ask for help. And enjoy your visit – General Register House and New Register House are two
beautiful buildings – being in the search rooms there is an historical experience in and of itself!
This „Focus on…‟ article was written by Kirsteen Mulhern (scottishgenealogy@gmail.com), ASGRA Associate (and also an archivist at the
National Records of Scotland). Images are provided by kind permission of the National Records of Scotland and are Crown Copyright,
NRS.

Dates for your Diary
Tuesday 23 August: AGI CPD event at the Valuation Office in Dublin
This event starts at 2.30 pm and will include a lecture from staff at the Valuation Office in
Lower Abbey Street and a chance to view the Valuation Office 1916 exhibition.

Friday, 2 September 2016: ASGRA Council Meeting
ASGRA Council members meet quarterly to keep everything running smoothly.

Monday 12 September 2016: AGI Council Meeting
Regular Council meeting to manage the affairs of AGI; the Council meets bi-monthly

Monday 19 September– Tuesday 20 September: AGI / ASGRA Alliance CPD Event in Belfast
This is an action packed 2 days.
Monday features lectures on Irish and Scottish migrations by Patrick Fitzgerald from the
Mellon Centre for Migration Studies and on the Plantation of Ulster by William Roulston
from the Ulster Historical Foundation along with the chance to visit the Titanic exhibition;
Tuesday includes a visit to the Presbyterian Historical Society of Ireland and a talk on
genealogy and the Irish and Ulster Scots languages at the Linen Hall Library
Friday 7 October 2016: ASGRA Annual Visit
The ASGRA Annual Outing has been confirmed and members of ASGRA and AGI are both
extremely welcome to attend. This year‟s event will include a visit to the Scottish Genealogy
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Society in Edinburgh and any ASGRA or AGI members who would like to attend are asked
to contact Bruce Bishop (jmnbb.bishop@btinternet.com) who is kindly organising the day for
us. Interest should be registered with Bruce as soon as possible as places will be limited.
Friday 21 October- Sunday 23 October: “Back to Our Past” at the RDS Dublin
This is the premier genealogical exhibition and event in Ireland and is held each year in
Dublin

Stop Press!
ASGRA member Ian Leith has seen his latest book published recently: Caithness to Patagonia,
Distant Lands and Close Relatives is available through Whittles Publishing.
The 2 series of publications: The Lands and People of Moray; Banffshire - the people and the lands
by Bruce B Bishop, are now available to search on Find My Past (listed as Morayshire: Its People
and Its Lands on the website). The hard-copy publications are, of course, still available for purchase
at www.scottishgenealogicalresearch.co.uk.
Remember that you can connect with ASGRA on Facebook and AGI on Facebook – give our pages a
„like‟ and keep up to date with all our news.

Items for this quarter’s Newsletter were contributed by Janet Bishop, John Grenham, Kirsteen
Mulhern, Michael Walsh and Val Wilson
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