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the accrediting bodies for Irish and Scottish professional genealogists
Welcome to our third Newsletter!!
Our first Newsletter was released in July and was well received. This was followed up in
November with our second. Our thanks go out to those who commented, made
suggestions to improve the product and to those who contributed or helped in any way
with publication.
The good news is that people have heard of CONNECT!
At the AGM of the AGI in Dublin attendees were asked about CONNECT and everyone
had heard of it which is very encouraging.
In this quarter’s edition we report on small Scottish archive and on an early form of
property register.
We continue with profiles of office bearers from both our organisations and present
another interesting set of interviews.
We hope you find it useful, enjoyable and, as before, we would welcome your comments
and suggestions. We are considering introducing a Member’s Blog where members can
express views and comment, give advice or seek information. Our hope is that we can
achieve this by the summer of 2017.
If you would like to contribute please get in touch with one of the CONNECT editors.

This Newsletter has been put together by Michael Walsh MAGI from AGI and Kirsteen
Mulhern from ASGRA. The production responsibilities for the Newsletter have been
cheerfully assumed by John Grenham MAGI.
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AGI Council Office Bearers

ASGRA Council Office Bearers

President: Máire Mac Conghail
mairemacconghail@eircom.net

Chair: Janet Bishop
genealogyscotland@gmail.com

Hon. Secretary: Anne-Marie Smith
info@apgi.ie

Hon. Secretary: Stuart Coles
enquiry.scc@gmail.com

Hon. Treasurer: Sandra Doble
sandraandliam@eircom.net

Hon. Treasurer: John McGee
wheechmcgee@hotmail.co.uk

Any content for inclusion in Connect will be most gratefully received and can be sent to Michael Walsh
(AGI) michael9walsh@gmail.com or Kirsteen Mulhern (ASGRA) scottishgenealogy@gmail.com.
Our next edition will go out in May 2017 and the deadline for submissions is 31 March.
We hope that you enjoy reading the Newsletter!
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News from Scotland and Ireland...
From AGI a report on the AGM 2016...
The Annual General Meeting (AGM) of Accredited Genealogists Ireland (AGI)
(formerly the Association of Professional Genealogists in Ireland) took place on 2
December 2016 at the Dublin City Library and Archive in Pearse Street in the city. It
proved to be an interesting and informative experience for the nearly 30 members who
attended.
The meeting began by welcoming Ian Marson who was a special guest representing the
Association of Scottish Genealogists and Researchers in Archives (ASGRA).
The address was given by the AGI President Máire Mac Conghail who began by asking
the meeting to remember Eileen O’Byrne who was a founder member of the Association
in 1986 and former President of the Association who sadly passed away during the year
aged 94. She will be fondly remembered for her excellent work at The Irish Manuscripts
Commission as well as for her clarity of thought and her friendly and genial disposition.
Then the President presented a thorough and absorbing review of the year. 2016 was a
year of progress and consolidation. The highlight had been the cementing of an
important Alliance between AGI and ASGRA whose aim was to promote and assist each
other and work together on joint ventures of mutual benefit. This initiative had been led
by Paul Gorry and was consolidated by a joint 2 day Continuous Professional
Development (CPD) event in Belfast in July. This included a day of talks and discussion
at the Public Records Office of Northern Ireland (PRONI) on Scottish-Irish links, history
and migrations. The second day was spent visiting the Presbyterian Historical Society in
the city and learning about their work.
Out of this alliance came the launch of a joint Newsletter named “CONNECT” which is
produced by the 2 associations and published each quarter. The aim is to help members
in both countries and inform them of activities and events that may be of mutual interest.
The final quarter saw AGI host a stand at “Back to Our Past” exhibition which is the
biggest genealogical event of the year in Ireland and was held at the Royal Dublin
Showground (RDS) Centre in Ballsbridge in the city. Members gave their time to run 1:1
Consultancy sessions, man up a large bookstall and present 3 public Q & A sessions as
well as finding time to decorate the AGI stand and distribute publicity material.
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The programme of CPD is managed by Helen Kelly and her busy team which this year
included Report Writing, a talk and tour at the Valuation Office. Members and Affiliates
were reminded of the importance of CPD and that a good attendance record is required
to maintain professional standing.
Nicola Morris introduced a session on the publicity work of AGI. She described Adult
Learning Week in March which had been a great success taking up the theme of the
1916 Rising.
May saw AGI celebrate its 30th birthday at the Four Courts and the highlight in the final
quarter was the “Back to Our Past” exhibition mentioned earlier.
The use of AGI symbols such as the AGI badge and the AGI coat of arms were clarified.
John Grenham who looks after the AGI website entertained with statistics, hacking
stories and encouraged us all to use the Members’ Area and to regularly visit the site for
news.
Paul Gorry spoke about the importance of the Affiliate programme which provides a
useful stepping stone to full membership which can appear a daunting process. The
meeting welcomed 2 new full members.
The election of Officers returned the same capable team as before:
President: Máire Mac Conghail
Vice President: Joan Sharkey
Hon. Secretary: Anne-Marie Smith
Treasurer: Sandra Doble
Council Members elected were Paul Gorry, John Grenham, Nicola Morris, Michael
Walsh, Steven Smyrl and a new and recent full Member Georgina Scally.
Rob Davison, who was retiring, was thanked for his valuable expertise and contribution
over the past year.
The meeting concluded with a lively address given by Ian Marson of ASGRA. He talked
about the importance of the accreditation process and the key role of publicity including
simple devices like wearing badges and using logos. He had enjoyed the joint CPD
event in Belfast. Finally, he reminded us of the April 2017 Scottish Association of Family
History Societies conference which ASGRA will be hosting on 22 April next year in Fife
and encouraged AGI to be represented.
The meeting concluded and attendees repaired to a popular Italian restaurant in Meeting
House Square in Temple Bar for light refreshments.
Michael Walsh MAGI
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Report on the ASGRA AGM
This year’s AGM was held on 3 February in the historic Dome Seminar Facility at New
Register House in Edinburgh. It was well attended and proved to be a particularly
interesting and enjoyable meeting. We were delighted to welcome Paul Gorry,
representing the Accredited Genealogists Ireland, as well as our Patron, Dr Joseph
Morrow the Lord Lyon King of Arms.
Janet Bishop and John McGee were re-elected as
Chairman and Treasurer respectively; and Val
Wilson and Kirsty Wilkinson will continue as
ordinary council members. We are pleased to
announce that Ian Marson, who has been pivotal in
establishing the alliance, was also elected to the
Council where his expertise will be greatly
appreciated as this venture progresses.

The Dome in New Register House – an
inspiring location for the AGM!

Important changes to the constitution were agreed.
A Fellowship grade of membership will be
introduced for those who have made a long-term
substantial commitment to the association, and
new office bearer posts of Vice-Chairman and
Immediate Past Chairman will be implemented to
ensure continuity. It was useful for members to
learn from Paul Gorry how the AGI is organised. It
is clear that it is not necessary to have identical
structures for a purposeful co-operative
relationship.

In addition to normal AGM business, several topics of general interest were raised by
members. These included future prospects for continuing professional development;
suggestions for the 2017 annual outing; framing of the letters patent (coat of arms
vellum) for which several substantial donations have already been received; and
opportunities to contribute to webinars at the University of Strathclyde this summer and
for academic studies in genealogy at PhD level.
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Report on the most recent ASGRA CPD Event
The second in our series of Continuing Professional Development events took place in
early November and was both a well attended and an extremely useful day for all.
Following on from our first CPD event earlier in 2016, this session delved further into the
day-to-day workings of running your own genealogy business, from making effective use
of IT systems for your research, to organising banking and payment methods.
The course gave attendees the chance to share their own experiences and swap ideas
and we are most grateful to our honorary secretary, Stuart Coles, for organising and
running this event.
We look forward to announcing further CPD events for 2017 shortly, and will keep you
posted via this newsletter about what is coming up and when.

The new ScotlandsPeople website – update
Since the previous newsletter, we can report that there have been some improvements
made to the new website and that work continues.
ScotlandsPeople report that they have carried out the following improvements/fixes in
response to customer feedback:


Birth year field in statutory deaths register - indexing and development work to
support the re-introduction of a birth year is now complete. Further refinements to
improve search results are under consideration.



Missing information in saved images, saved searches and image headers we have completed work to restore references, surnames, forenames, parish
names and event type.
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Deleting images – customers are now able to delete images from saved images.



Returning to search results after buying credits - after completing a search
and then buying credits it is now possible to return to the search results after
completing the purchase process.

They also report that they are currently working on fixes to help with searching by
spouses' names, problems with forename and surname variants, missing OPR (Old
Parish Register) data, parents' names filters, parish and county drop-down menus, and
many more.
Clearly there is still work to be done, but there has been some movement towards fixing
some of the key issues and we will continue to report back on progress in this area. In
the meantime, you can keep up to date with progress on the ScotlandsPeople website at:
https://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/technical-help/known-technical-issues

Building Bridges: Making Connections – 2017 SAFHS Conference
ASGRA members have been busily preparing over
the past year (and more!) for the 2017 Scottish
Association of Family History Societies conference.
ASGRA will be hosting this event on 22nd April at the
beautiful Bay Hotel in Kinghorn, Fife.
We are delighted to announce that ASGRA and AGI
Members will be offered Delegate Registration at the
reduced rate of £27.50 (compared to the full rate of
£35).
Delegate booking forms are available for download
from the ASGRA website and the SAFHS website.
In addition to the ever-popular family history fair, there will be delegate talks (for booked
delegates only) and 'short talks' running alongside them and bookable on the day.
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We are also very pleased to welcome students from the University of Strathclyde
Genealogical Studies Programme who will be giving a round-up of their recent research.
In brief, the delegate talks are:
Before the Bridges: Crossing the Firth of Forth in Earlier Times
Bruce B Bishop, FSA Scot, ASGRA
Connecting People and Places: Maps and Family History
Craig Statham, National Library of Scotland
Connecting to Life Through Death: What Death Certificates can tell Genealogists,
Historians, and Demographers
Dr Eilidh Garrett, BSc, PhD
Only Connect: Finding your Scottish Ancestor on Findmypast
Paul Nixon, Findmypast
The shorter talks which are open to all attending the fair include:
Stuart Coles: Medicine & Morality: The Crichton Royal Institution for Lunatics
Dumfries 1839-1857
Dr Geoff Hare: Gordon Bennett!
Ian Marson: Using English Records
Helen Kelly : Searching for your Irish-Born Ancestors
Members of ASGRA and AGI will be present on the day representing our two
associations and this will doubtless be a great day for saying hello to each other and
getting to know each other better. We are looking forward to it eagerly and hope that
many members from both sides of the water will be able to attend.
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Meanwhile in Ireland...
The Continuous Professional Development (CPD) Programme for 2017 is currently being
put together by Helen Kelly MAGI and her team. Undertaking CPD is a mandatory
requirement for professional genealogists in Ireland which allows them to maintain their
accreditation. Attendance is monitored by AGI.
The events so far announced include:

Sources Update - February
Tuesday 21st February 2017 at approx. 1.45pm at The Conference Room, Dublin City
Archive & Library, Pearse Street, Dublin 2.
The programme has been confirmed as follows:

2.00pm

Andrew Cooney from Tusla speaking on the new Adoption legislation

2.30pm

John Grenham AGI speaking about using online sources

3.00pm

Nicola Morris AGI speaking about military records

3.30-4.00pm Time for general discussion with members about CPD, future topics
of interest and promoting AGI
5.00pm

Oscar's Bar and Kitchen at the Mont Clare Hotel.

The event will be followed by an informal 'get together' at 5pm in Oscars Bar & Kitchen in
the Mont Clare Hotel, where members can order from the wide variety of food choices
available if they so wish.
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Back to Our Past Royal Dublin Show (RDS) - October
The biggest event in the Irish Genealogy calendar is undoubtedly the Back to Our Past
exhibition which is held annually at the Royal Dublin Show (RDS) in Ballsbridge, Dublin.
The event which is part of a huge exhibition for the over 50s runs is held over weekend
in October – dates to be confirmed.
It is a unique event in Ireland which brings together professional genealogists, major
website owners, book publishers, software providers, associations and is open to the
public on all 3 days.
It provides a wonderful opportunity to mix with other enthusiasts, discover the latest in
hardware, gadgets, tools and accessories as well as discovering what other groups,
societies and associations have to offer.
There is also normally an opportunity for members of the public to book a private
consultation with a professional genealogist from AGI to discuss their research problems
and their brick walls. In addition, for those just starting out to research their own family
history, it is a great chance just to make a gentle enquiry or to receive helpful advice on
how to get started.
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Meet the Council Office Bearers
In each Issue we will introduce two of the principal office bearers from AGI and ASGRA.
In this third Newsletter it is the turn of the Treasurers of the 2 organisations.

AGI Hon. Treasurer Sandra Doble
Sandra Doble MAGI is the Honorary Treasurer to Accredited Genealogists Ireland (AGI).
Having spent a previous career of over
fifteen years in accountancy and
qualifying as a member of the
Association of Chartered Certified
Accountants (ACCA), Sandra finds the
role of treasurer a suitable way for her
to play her part in the running of AGI.
Sandra believes that AGI has been of
enormous benefit to her in her newer
career as a genealogist, both in terms
of development of skills and in finding
a client base, and is happy to be able
to use her older skill to the benefit of
the organization.
Sandra left accountancy over eight
years ago and very soon began to
pursue her true passion – genealogy.
She set up Irish Family Footsteps in
2012 to offer a genealogy research
service to anybody wishing to trace
their Irish roots or avail of her advisory
service enabling clients to carry out
their own research.
She holds a Diploma in Family History Research (Distinction), awarded by Independent
Colleges and The Institute of Commercial Management, in conjunction with AGI.
Sandra is also a member of the Irish Genealogical Research Society (IGRS) and her
particular genealogical interests are Church of Ireland Family History and Kildare and
Wicklow families.
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ASGRA Honorary Treasurer: John McGee
John McGee was born in the model railway
village of Corkerhill a suburb on the south
west of Glasgow and he attended nearby
Mosspark Primary and then Allan Glen’s
School for Boys, aka the Glasgow High
School for Science. Although, Allan Glen’s
specialized in science, technical and
engineering subjects, John’s favourite
subjects were History and Mathematics.
John followed his locomotive driver father
into the rail industry in Glasgow and spent 34
years mainly in railway accountancy, having
studied at the nearby Glasgow College of
Technology in Business Studies and
Accounting.
However, John’s interest in family history
began with a visit to his ageing grandmother
to construct a family tree. When Granny
Annie McCue got only as far as her own
grandfather and she gave John two names,
a George Caie and a George Clark, he asked his grandmother to clarify. The riposte from
his grandmother was, “I’m saying no more!” Thus, John was hooked on genealogy.
John’s maternal McCue line does come from Ireland, emigrating to Pollokshaws,
Glasgow around 1870, probably from Ulster, but they have left few clues on the Scottish
censuses and other records. Funnily enough, John fully expected that his McGee lineage
would also have come from Ireland, but his research still has his McGee ancestors in
Ochiltree, Ayrshire as far back as 1680. Legend has it that a branch of Irish McGees
came to Kirkcudbright in the early 17th century and founded the settlement at Balmcghie,
but that lineal connection has not been made.
After retiring in 2007 from Network Rail, John concentrated on setting up his genealogy
business and he took the Scottish Handwriting 1500-1700 course at General Register
House under the auspices of Edinburgh University. John was accepted into full
membership of ASGRA in 2009, joining ASGRA Council two years later and he has been
ASGRA Treasurer since 2012.
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John specialises in genealogical research mainly covering Glasgow and the West of
Scotland, particularly from Ayrshire to Argyllshire and in between. John also specialises
in military family history and Glasgow Poor Law cases.
Other hobbies and interests? Last year John published a sci-fi novel 2084 The End of
Days under the pseudonym Derek Beaugarde, quite a lot of it based on biographical info
gleaned from his and his wife’s family histories. This year to mark the 50th anniversary of
Celtic winning the European Cup John is planning to publish The Pride of the Lions,
which is a sort of “wha d’ye ken wha ye are?” based on the family histories of all 16
medal winning players. The Pride of the Lions will be under the pseudonym Derek Niven.
In explanation, a pupil at Allan Glen’s in the mid-1930s was called Derek Niven van den
Bogaerde, who later went on to become a little more famous as Sir Dirk Bogarde. I also
enjoy cartooning and caricaturing when I can get the time.
And what about George Caie and George Clark. Turns out he was one and the same
person, who changed his name in 1883 on marrying my great-great-grandmother, for
some unknown and probably shady reason. Granny Annie McCue took that one to her
grave!
John McGee of Wheech Scottish Ancestral Services can be contacted by email at:
wheechmcgee@hotmail.co.uk for research enquiries
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Getting to know each other...
Each Issue we interview principal members of each organisation so that members can
get to know other key players better.

Introducing Steven Smryl from AGI
Steven has been actively engaged in genealogy for 25
years and in 1993 founded a business dedicated to
legal genealogy. He is a long serving member of the
AGI Council and was President from 2012 to 2015.
He is also active in the Irish Genealogical Research
Society (IGRS) where he has served as Chairman
twice and was recently elevated and made a Fellow in
recognition for his sterling work over many years.
He has written several books and contributed to a
recent TV series on probate research.

Ref.

Questions

Q1

Name:
Steven Smyrl

Q2

Email:
steven@masseyandking.com

Q3

Occupation:
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Legal Genealogist

Q4

Location:
Dublin

Q5

Areas of research and specialisms:
I have specialised in probate genealogy for the past 27 years. This is the
tracing of next-of-kin to estates involving intestacy or unclear and/or invalid
wills. This area of genealogy has grown much over the past 30 years. It is
challenging in itself because it involves the law. One needs to be able to
stand over the results of one’s work. In an Irish context, it’s also
challenging because there are so many missing records: through both
destruction and carelessness. Virtually every report I compile must be
tempered with statements about drawing the reader’s attention to the
distinct possibility of unregistered deaths, mistranscribed records, or
destroyed or missing parish registers.
The biggest problem is dealing with a missing record right at the start of
the search, particularly the deceased’s birth registration. Without that,
you’re really stumped! But I must add too that I find these challenges
exhilarating, the more complicated the better!
In 2012, the legal genealogy work undertaken my company, Massey &
King, was depicted in a TV series shown on RTE1 under the title Dead
Money. Over six episodes, the stories of some of our most interesting
cases were told, bringing to life the history of Ireland through tales
involving migration, poverty, oppressive religion and broken families.

Q6

What brought you into genealogy?
I’ve had an interest in family history since I was a wee lad. I used to ask
my English gran where her side of the family came from as I had pickedup that they weren’t originally from Yorkshire (which is where I grew up). It
turned out that they were from Rutlandshire, once England’s smallest
county, but abolished in the early 1970s.
Naturally, this interest led on to wondering about my dad’s family and my
odd Ulster-Scots surname. It’s a corruption of Somerville (sic) and is
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mainly found around the adjoining parishes of Kilrea and Finvoy, in
counties Londonderry and Antrim, respectively.
I used to travel to Ireland in the 1980s to undertake research and once fell
into conversation with the late Eileen O’Byrne (former president of AGI)
and showed an interest in professional genealogy. This stimulated my
interest in genealogy as a profession and by 1989 I had moved to Dublin
to begin work as a professional genealogist.
All those years ago I could hardly have thought that one day I would be
the president of our professional association.

Q7

What has been your favourite piece of research or most interesting
assignment?
Without doubt, it was the near 20 years I spent researching the history of
Dublin’s Protestant dissenting congregations. This led to the publication of
my work on the subject under the title Dictionary of Dublin Dissent Dublin’s Protestant Dissenting Meetinghouses, 1660-1920. As an Irish
Presbyterian I have a great interest in the history of my denomination, and
as a genealogist I soon learnt that south of the border there was little
known about our congregations or their records.
In the early 1990s I began to work on a short article for The Irish
Genealogist, the annual journal of the Irish Genealogical Research
Society. As the research grew, I decided the subject could be broadened
to cover all of Dublin’s various groups of Protestant dissenters. At the time
though, I didn’t initially set out to write a book on the subject, but one day it
just hit me that this was what was needed. It was published in 2009, 20
years after I had first come to live in Ireland.

Q8

What is your favourite Archive and Why?
I find all archives fascinating…even the ones that might not hold records I
am particularly interested in. But by far my favourite is the National
Archives of Ireland. It has so many underused sources and sets of
records. After the fire of 1922 and the destruction it wreaked, it took this
institution a good 20 years to dust itself down and to return to any sort of
normality. It had to establish a whole new cataloguing system to take
account of the fact that so much of its holdings were copies and
transcriptions accessioned from private hands to offset the loss. When I
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first set out as a professional genealogist I found this cataloguing system
perplexing and confusing, but over the years I began to understand its
purpose and found I could make some sense of it. It is something I would
like to write about…when I find sometime!

Q9

How is your own family tree?
Don’t ask! I haven’t really done very much personal research in over 20
years. I keep meaning to return to it though. One day…

Q10

What tips can you offer a beginner?
Without doubt, it has to be that one should always take careful note of
sources. Information is worthless unless it documented. Too many family
historians take down information and fail to note its provenance. Be
systematic, that’s my advice.
Second to that, I advise all beginners to maintain a rough family tree,
which they can add to as they go along. Every so often it will of course
need to be redrafted, but working without one is akin to working in the
dark. Armed with a family tree, even the most complicated family trees can
be easy to follow.

Q11

How do you relax or what other interests do you have?
I have to admit that virtually all of my interests involve genealogy. Outside
of professional genealogy I give a great deal of time to its voluntary
counterpart. I have been a member of the Irish Genealogical Research
Society (IGRS) since 1989. The IGRS is the worlds’ oldest society
dedicated to the pursuit of Irish genealogy, founded in 1936. Since 2010 I
have been the chairman of the IGRS and I’m thrilled to say that contrary to
the decline that most family history societies are reporting, the IGRS is
growing in both numbers and strength. If you’re not an IGRS
member…then you should be! www.irishancestors.ie
I also serve on the Council of Irish Genealogical Organisations – known as
CIGO. It is a longstanding body which represents the views of users of
archives and libraries and has had some stunning achievements over the
years. See its website: www.cigo.ie
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Introducing Sylvia Valentine from ASGRA
In this issue we are saying 'hello' to Sylvia
Valentine who is a reasonably recent
addition to the ASGRA membership and who
graduated in June 2016 from University of
Dundee with an MLitt in Family and Local
History. Sylvia researches across Scotland
and the north of England (where she is
based). You can find out more about Sylvia
on her Recover Your Roots website.
Name: Sylvia Valentine
Email: sylvia@recoveryourroots.co.uk
Occupation: Freelance researcher since
2013 after retiring from working in the
voluntary sector for 30 years.
Location: West Yorkshire but I frequently
visit Scotland
Areas of research and specialisms: Family
History primarily in northern England and
southern Scotland. Workhouse records are a
particular favourite of mine.

What brought you into genealogy?
My mother in law’s unusual Christian name. She was descended from a lady of the same
name who married a Scotsman in London in 1865. It is so unusual I can only find about
100 occurrences of the name across the whole of England Scotland and Wales.
What has been your favourite piece of research or most interesting assignment?
I have done a lot of research on the anti-compulsory smallpox vaccination movement in
West Yorkshire during the late 19th century, the topic of my Masters Dissertation. Lots of
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local history records and genealogical information. I am now starting to look at how the
movement attempted to influence Scottish parents not to vaccinate their children against
smallpox in the 19th century
Did you know that the anti-vaccination movement coined the phrase Conscientious
Objection?
What is your favourite Archive and Why?
In Scotland, National Records of Scotland Historic Search Room I love the setting.
In England, my local studies library, so much local social history and wonderful staff
How is your own family tree?
On my side of the family, stuck in Lancashire in the late 18th century. Too many
marriages with identical Christian names to be able to prove which is the correct one.
I am also working my way back
What tips can you offer a beginner?
Keep a note of where you have looked, even if nothing come up.
Don’t take everything at face value.
Spelling evolved over the years, check variants as things were recorded by the sound not
necessarily the spelling we expect.
Sometimes you have to go sideways before you can go back. Look for siblings etc.
Always worth going back, more and more records become available, keep an eye open
for new releases on-line.
Join a local family history society.
Don’t be frightened of venturing into an archive.
How do you relax or what other interests do you have?
I read crime fiction. Researching family history involved piecing together the clues to
solve the problem. I find many parallels. And I have learned that when I reach the brick
wall, to go back and check the facts to see what I have missed, like all good
detectives…..preferably with a good gin and tonic to hand.
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Focus on...
In each Issue we will focus on a Scottish or an Irish archive.
The purpose of these guides is to give some “top tips” for practical use of the archives
based on the experience of users. So you will hopefully find out some different details to
those advertised on the archive’s website!!
We hope that this will help new users feel more comfortable using these archives for the
first time. The authors of these articles are also happy to hear from new users of these
archive if they have any further questions about them.
Spotlight on...

Inveraray Castle Archives
In this issue, we are taking a slightly different
approach and introducing members to a smaller
Scottish archive which may not be well-known to
many. Inveraray Castle is the hereditary seat of
the Campbell family, the Earls and then Dukes
of Argyll. The family have played a huge roll in
Scottish, British, and world affairs from the
medieval period onwards and have amassed
along the way what must be one of the largest
and most important collections of archival
material held privately anywhere in the British
Isles.
They have also held extensive lands throughout Scotland and beyond, and their archival
collections thus include a wealth of material that may help researchers looking for
information on people who may have lived on the Argyll estates, or served the Argyll
family in various capacities.
In the past, access to the collections has been difficult at times, but over the past few
years through the efforts of two successive archivists who have worked tirelessly to build
on foundations laid by earlier custodians, there have been huge steps made towards
opening up this fascinating collection.
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Now the current archivist is working on making catalogue information available to the
public, but the following will give a taste of what treasures are held in the collection:


Charters and writs, 13th-20th centuries



Records relating to the Earls and Dukes of Argyll’s official roles and
responsibilities, 16th-20th centuries



Military papers, including militia lists and muster rolls, 16th-20th centuries



Personal and business papers of family members, 16th-20th centuries



Campbell family genealogies, 17th-20th centuries



Estate archives, including rentals, tacks, and accounts,16th-20th centuries



Estate plans and surveys, 17th-20th centuries



Oral history and folklore collections



and many, many more...

There is a lot of useful detail about the contents of the collection available in a summary
of the holdings available online. However, it is usually best to get in touch with the
archivist directly to find out more about what might be available to help with your
research – the current archivist, Alison Diamond, can be contacted at
archives@inveraray-castle.com.
The archive is moving forward with the help of a committed group of 'Friends of the
Archive' who are volunteers working to make the archives more accessible. Their
website at: http://www.friendsoftheargyllpapers.org.uk/ is a good first port of call for
anyone interested in the collections.
In terms of access, the archives are open only by prior appointment and so it is essential
to contact them first – particularly as Inveraray is possibly not the easiest place to get to.
Indeed, I suspect that if any of our Irish members have access to a boat, then they could
get there more quickly than most of our Scotland based members!
You really need to plan ahead as at least an overnight stay in the nearby town of
Inveraray will probably be needed, and you will need to be prepared for the fact that (as
the collections are not catalogued) lengthy searches and problems with accessing
material may be the norm rather than the exception.
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However, as time and work progresses, much of this will doubtless get easier, and all
efforts will surely be amply rewarded as there will be many treasures hiding in these
collections awaiting discovery.

Researching in Scottish Archives…Sasine Records
We thought that some Irish (and Scottish!) colleagues might be interested in finding out a
little more about some of the major records series that they might encounter when
delving deeper into the Scottish archival sources. As such, we plan to include occasional
pieces on particular types of sources and how to use them. In this issue we are going to
attempt a brief introduction to Sasine records.
Sasines (pronounced 'say-zins') are the documents (often called 'instruments') that are
drawn up when property changes hands in Scotland. This can be a building or a piece of
land, and these are often useful documents as they record the names of the current and
previous owners along with other details like the extent of the lands, the monetary value
of the property, and sometimes will also refer back to earlier owners.
Of course, owning property
was not common for ordinary
folk before the 20th century,
but if you are researching
anyone 'of means', or if you
are undertaking a house
history project, then these
can be a great resource.
The Register of Sasines
starts in Scotland in 1617
and runs up to the 1980s,
although Sasines themselves
had been issued for
hundreds of years before
this. There are also some
earlier fragmentary registers
dating from 1599.

Sasine from 1857. Image is Crown Copyright and is reproduced by
kind permission of the National Records of Scotland (RS3/2828, f.88v)
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Finding a Sasine in the Register can be somewhat complex and the National Records of
Scotland (who hold the vast majority of the Scottish Sasine records) has a useful guide to
help you which is available at:https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/research/guides/sasines.
There is also some supplementary information available on the Scottish Archives
Network website at:http://www.scan.org.uk/knowledgebase/topics/sasine_abbs_topic.htm
I do not intend to duplicate here the information in these guides, but in brief, to access a
Sasine record you have to find the correct register (which varies depending on whether
the property was in a burgh or not; on what county it was in; and on what date the
transaction took place). Index volumes exist for some pre-1780 Sasines, but by no
means all of them. After 1781 it gets marginally easier as an electronic index exists for
many Sasines and 'abridgements' or summaries of each Sasine are available.
Once you find the Sasine, you may still have some problems – the handwriting in them
can be 'tricky' especially for the pre-19th century ones. More importantly, many early
Sasines are in Latin (although, because they are pretty standard legal documents, a
novice can often still pick out the relevant names and dates etc. reasonably easily).
Persistence can pay dividends with these records though – it is not unheard of for one
Sasine to name neighbours and witnesses, and to reference multiple previous owners. If
a property had been transferred though a family, they can be an invaluable tool for
ancestor hunting in the pre-civil registration period.

End of Newsletter

