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Welcome to our seventh Newsletter.  Our thanks go out to those who commented, made 
suggestions to improve the publication and to those who contributed or helped in any 
way with this Issue. 

 

A special vote of thanks goes out to Kirsteen Mulhern who has edited the Scottish input 
since the launch.  She has made an immense contribution to the successful launch and 
subsequent development of the publication and we all wish to thank her for her huge and 
valuable contribution. 

We also welcome her replacement Stuart C. Coles, the current Chairman of ASGRA 
(The Association of Scottish Genealogists and Researchers in Archives) who is learning 
the ropes quickly and has put together the Scottish input in this Issue.  We wish Stuart 
every success and the Irish team looks forward to working with him as successfully and 
enjoyably as we did with Kirsteen. 

 

In this quarter’s edition our special archive spotlight falls on the National Library of 
Scotland.  We also present another interesting set of interviews from both our 
organisations and an article on the Irish in Argentina. 

 

We hope you find it useful, enjoyable and, as before, we would welcome your comments 
and suggestions.   
 
If you would like to contribute please get in touch with one of the CONNECT editors. 
 
 

This Newsletter has been put together by Michael Walsh MAGI from AGI and Stuart 
Coles from ASGRA.  The production responsibilities for the Newsletter have been 
cheerfully assumed by John Grenham MAGI 
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Any content for inclusion in CONNECT will be most gratefully received and can be sent to  
Michael Walsh (AGI) michael9walsh@gmail.com  

or to Stuart Coles (ASGRA) asgra.chrm@gmail.com. 
Our next edition will go out in May 2018 and the deadline for submissions is 30 April.   

We hope that you enjoy reading the Newsletter!  
 

     AGI Council Office Bearers 

President:  Máire Mac Conghail 
mairemacconghail@eircom.net 

 
Hon. Secretary:  Georgina Scally 
info@accreditedgenealogists.ie 

 
Hon. Treasurer:  Sandra Doble 

sandraandliam@eircom.net 

 ASGRA Council Office Bearers 

Chairman:  Stuart Coles 
asgra.chrm@gmail.com 

 
Secretary:  Ian Marson 
secretary@asgra.co.uk 

 
Treasurer:  John McGee 

wheechmcgee@hotmail.co.uk 
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News from Scotland and Ireland... 
 

News from Scotland 
 

ASGRA AGM 
 

It was all change at this year’s AGM in February: Janet Bishop stood down as Chairman 
after a long tenure of 8 years in post to take up a new role as Immediate Past Chairman; 
former Secretary Stuart Coles was elected Chairman and Ian Marson became the new 
Secretary;  John McGee was reappointed Treasurer and the very experienced Val 
Wilson continued as an ordinary council member.  Kirsty Wilkinson stepped down as her 
term of appointment ended and her contribution to the wider work of the association will 
be missed. 

 

Held in the auspicious setting of New Register House in Edinburgh, the meeting was well 
attended as usual and we were delighted to welcome Rob Davison, on behalf of the 
Accredited Genealogists Ireland, as well as our Patron, Dr Joseph Morrow QC, the Lord 
Lyon King of Arms and ASGRA’s external advisors Dr Geoff Hare and Catherine Hare.  

 

ASGRA President Alan MacLeod proposed a vote of thanks to Janet and presented her 
with a piece of Celtic jewellery as a special thank-you and memento of the occasion.  But 
in addition, and perhaps more significantly, in recognition of Janet’s longstanding 
contribution to the work of the association with outstanding results, she was awarded the 
highest accolade which could be granted - a Fellowship of the association. There is no 
doubt that Janet’s vision and insistence on high standards of professional practice have 
done much to enhance the professional and public standing of ASGRA, both in Scotland 
and further afield, for which the membership as a whole has greatly benefited. 
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Alan MacLeod presents a gift to outgoing Chairman Janet Bishop 

 

As well as normal AGM business, several topics of general interest were raised. These 
included the forthcoming events, Back To Our Past in Belfast, the Scottish Association of 
Family History Societies 29th Annual Conference and Family History Fair in Glenrothes 
and members were reminded of the General Data Protection Regulation which comes 
into effect from the 25th May 2018. 

 

A detailed account of Janet’s Bishop’s work for ASGRA will appear in the next edition of 
CONNECT. 
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News from Ireland 
 

From AGI a report on the AGM 2017... 

 
The Annual General Meeting (AGM) of Accredited Genealogists Ireland (AGI)  
(formerly the Association of Professional Genealogists in Ireland) took place on 8 
December 2017 at the Dublin City Library and Archive in Pearse Street in the city  
 
The address was given by the AGI President Máire Mac Conghail who presented an 
absorbing review of the year.  2017 was a year of progress and consolidation.  The 
important Alliance between AGI and ASGRA continues to flourish.  The aim is to promote 
and assist each other and work together on joint ventures of mutual benefit.  This 
initiative had been led by Paul Gorry and was consolidated by a visit of AGI Council 
members to the Scottish Association of Family History Societies conference (SAFHS) in 
April which ASGRA hosted in Fife in Scotland.  
 
One of the fruits of this alliance has been the production of a joint Newsletter named 
“CONNECT” which is produced by the 2 associations and published each quarter.  The 
aim of this publication is to help members in both countries and inform them of activities 
and events that may be of mutual interest. 
 
The final quarter of 2017 saw AGI host a stand at “Back to Our Past” exhibition which is 
the biggest genealogical event of the year in Ireland and was held at the Royal Dublin 
Society (RDS) exhibition centre in Ballsbridge in the city.  Members gave their time to run 
1:1 Consultancy sessions, man up a large bookstall as well as finding time to decorate 
the AGI stand and distribute publicity material. 
 
The programme of CPD is managed by Helen Kelly.  Members and Affiliates were 
reminded of the importance of CPD and that a good attendance record is required to 
maintain professional standing.  Rules to guide the completion of quarterly returns were 
also produced by Sandra Doble which have proved extremely useful.   
 
The excellent service given by retiring Hon. Secretary Anne-Marie Smith was highlighted 
by the President and Anne-Marie was thanked for her sterling service, indefatigable 
energy and valuable contribution over the past 3 years.  
 
Paul Gorry spoke about the importance of the Affiliate programme which provides a 
useful stepping stone to full membership which can appear a daunting process.  He 
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introduced a number of amendments to the Constitution on membership and admission 
to AGI Affiliate status which were accepted.  
 
The election of Officers returned the following capable team: 

President:  Máire Mac Conghail  
Vice President:  Joan Sharkey 
Hon. Secretary:  Georgina Scally 
Treasurer:  Sandra Doble 

 
Council Members elected were Paul Gorry, John Grenham, Nicola Morris, Michael 
Walsh, Steven Smyrl and Anne-Marie Smith. 
 

The meeting concluded and attendees repaired to a local hotel for lunch. 

 

Michael Walsh MAGI 

 
 
 

More from Scotland 
 

Useful resources: CANMORE 
Ever wanted to enhance your understanding of the built environment to provide the 

socio-economic background for you client reports?  -  Probably not.  But in an idle 

moment you may care to look at CANMORE website https://canmore.org.uk/ for some 

light relief from the daily grind. 

 

This database resource is managed by Historic Environment Scotland and contains more 

than 320,000 records and 1.3 million catalogue entries for archaeological sites, buildings, 

industry and maritime heritage across Scotland.   

 

https://canmore.org.uk/
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It has a user-friendly search engine https://canmore.org.uk/site/search which in 
conjunction with the Ordnance Survey names books database available on the 
Scotland’s Places website https://scotlandsplaces.gov.uk/digital-volumes/ordnance-
survey-name-books will permit the identification of many places not easily located on 
modern maps.  But if do not explore this resource any further at least have a quick look 
at the digital image collection https://canmore.org.uk/gallery which provides something of 
interest for everyone and helps to place genealogy and family history in its true context. 

 

https://canmore.org.uk/site/search
https://scotlandsplaces.gov.uk/digital-volumes/ordnance-survey-name-books
https://scotlandsplaces.gov.uk/digital-volumes/ordnance-survey-name-books
https://canmore.org.uk/gallery
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More from Ireland 
 

Westmeath emigrants to Argentina  
 

Helen Kelly has been involved in genealogy and tourism since the 1980s and has been a 
member of AGI since 1995 and was Honorary Secretary of the association from 1997 to 
2000.  She is particularly interested in the midland counties of Westmeath and Longford, 
and in the descendants of emigrants from those counties who settled in Argentina.  She 
has travelled widely in the United States and Argentina in the course of her work.  Here 
she writes an article about Irish emigrants to Argentina, 

My interest in turning to professional 
genealogy started over 20 years ago, after I 
had successfully trawled through ancient 
deeds at the Registry of Deeds in Dublin, in 
pursuit of my 18th century ancestor whose 
children were evicted from an estate in Co. 
Westmeath. However, I have to say that my 
interest in members of the Irish diaspora 
started when I was a small child in Co. 
Westmeath, where I was surrounded by 
families who had relatives in Argentina.  

A frequently asked question on the subject of 
the Irish settlement in Argentina, is how and 
why did this settlement take place?  There is 
no easy answer to this question. Like all emigration patterns, there are always a myriad 
number of reasons why particular groups decided to leave their home country and insert 
themselves into the landscape of a new country.  From an early period, the Irish went to 
South America as missionaries, while others went there as sea-farers, adventurers and 
soldiers.  
 
In the early 1800s, Irish settlers in Argentina included merchant sea man William Browne 
from Foxford in County Mayo, who is credited with founding the Argentine navy. John 
Thomond O’Brien who was born in Baltinglass, County Wicklow in the 1780s arrived in 
Buenos Aires about 1812 and joined a regiment under the Argentine born San Martin – 
one of the great liberators of Spanish South America. In a few short years he rose to the 
rank of Captain and eventually became Aide-de-Camp to General San Martin. 
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In the 1820s O’Brien made the acquaintance of two men from Streamstown in County 
Westmeath, namely, Patrick Bookey and his brother-in-law John Mooney who were 
attracted to Argentina and the beef industry, following a free trade treaty signed with 
Britain in 1824. These men subsequently became involved in farming and following 
O’Brien’s influence, during a return visit to Ireland in the late 1820s, spear- headed the 
exodus from County Westmeath, Co. Longford and part of King’s County (Offaly), to the 
Pampas of Argentina. The news that Argentina was a land of opportunity obviously 
spread very quickly among the citizens of Streamstown and all the surrounding 
townlands and parishes – an exodus which eventually extended in triangular fashion 
from the town of Mullingar to Ballymahon and Newtowncashel in County Longford, 
northwards to Longford town and environs, to Edgeworthstown (Mostrim) and 
southwards to parts of King’s County (Offaly). 

Offaly-born William Bulfin – one-time editor of the Irish/Argentine newspaper 
the Southern Cross - in his book entitled Rambles in Eirinn gives an amusing account of 
his encounter in the early 1900s with some young girls in the turf belt in the heart of 
Westmeath while enjoying a cycling tour of Ireland. Bulfin’s account graphically 
underlines the fact that the exodus from Streamstown, County Westmeath and 
surrounding areas was very extensive. "I am going to suspend all work in this electoral 
division, or precinct, or department," says Bulfin to the young girls. “I was told by a 
truthful man up the road that one could not see a soul in this part of the country who has 
not a relation in Argentina”. On learning that he had come from Buenos Aires, word 
quickly spread among the turf cutters, who downed tools, “sent for all the others..... down 
from the houses and fields – from everywhere” and flocked around the visitor. 
 
I have been very fortunate to have visited Argentina on a number of occasions since 
2003. Like Bulfin, I have met with countless numbers of individuals in the Pampas whose 
Westmeath cousins are known to me. Many of the Irish descendants have never lost 
sight of their family in Ireland, while others are thrilled to know that a little family history 
research on both sides of the Atlantic has the potential to re-CONNECT them with their 
families in Ireland. 

 

Helen Kelly MAGI 
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Dates for your Diary 

 
Upcoming events in Scotland 

Talks and Events 

 

03 March Irish Records Scottish Genealogical Society Edinburgh 

19 May Kirk Session Records Scottish Genealogical Society Edinburgh 

07 April Health and history: Using medical records in genealogical research.  

Scottish Genealogical Society Edinburgh 

07 April Aberdeen & North-East Scotland FHS The Bedesmen of Old Aberdeen 

1531–1988 (from Purgatory to Charity) Prof. Ray McAleese Edinburgh 

21 April Was your Ancestor a Convict? Scottish Association of Family History 

Societies Conference and Fair Glenrothes 

 

 

 

Upcoming events in Ireland 

The Continuous Professional Development (CPD) Programme for 2018 has been 
finalised by Helen Kelly MAGI and her team.  Undertaking CPD is a mandatory 
requirement for professional genealogists in Ireland which allows them to maintain their 
accreditation.  Attendance is monitored by AGI. 

 

CPD Programme 2018 

15-16 February 2018;  Back to Our Past in Belfast 

Back to Our Past will be one of the biggest events in the Northern Ireland Genealogy 
Calendar and takes place on Friday 15th February 2018 and Saturday 16th February 
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2018 at the Titanic Centre in Belfast City.  There are numerous Genealogy exhibitors and 
an extensive programme of presentations by experts in the fields of genealogy and social 
and family history. 

AGI be manning a stand and providing free 1:1 consultations to members of the public. 

 

20 February 2018 at 2.30 pm:  CPD event on Scottish genealogical records at 

Dublin City Library, Pearse Street 

Val Wilson of ASGRA (The Association of Scottish Genealogists and Researchers in 
Archives) who will give us a lecture on Scottish Records.  She will start with basics and 
the ScotlandsPeople website and advance to sources not available on this website but of 
interest to Irish researchers. 

It promises to be a very interesting and useful CPD lecture and is a valuable result from 
our alliance with ASGRA. 

 

22 May 2018:  CPD event at Guinness in Dublin 

A talk will be given on the family history records held in the Guinness Archive along with 
a brief presentation about the history of the Guinness Company. 

More details will be available nearer the event. 

 

14 August 2018:  CPD event at Clare County Library, Ennis 

A talk will be given on the holdings at the Clare County Library in Ennis and their 
extensive website. 

More details will be available nearer the event. 

 

24-25 September 2018:  CPD event in Glasgow 
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More details will be available nearer the event. 

 

6 November 2018:  CPD event at Dublin City Library, Pearse Street 

More details will be available nearer the event. 
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Getting to know each other... 
 

In each Issue we interview principal members of each organisation so that members can 

get to know other key players better.  

 

Introducing Lorna Kinnaird from ASGRA 
 

 

 

 

 

In this edition of CONNECT we are saying 

“Hello” to Lorna KINNAIRD who is a 

Genealogist and Researcher at the national 

archives in Edinburgh. 

 

 

 

Ref. Questions 

Q1 Name: Lorna Kinnaird 

 

Q2 Email: dunedingenie@virginmedia.com 

mailto:dunedingenie@virginmedia.com
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Q3 Occupation: Genealogist & Researcher in Archives 

 

Q4 Location: Edinburgh 

 

Q5 Areas of research and specialisms: All of Scotland, but mainly Edinburgh and the 
Lothians; Argyllshire; Angus & Perthshire; Apprenticeship Indenture Database 
(Scotland); Jacobite Soldiers Database; One Place Study: Aberlady (East Lothian); 
Brick Walls; Kirk Session Minutes.  I really enjoy looking at Irish sources and have 
a go at researching in Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland sources (I 
know my limitations though).   

 

Q6 What brought you into genealogy? My passion for genealogy starting in June 
1986 when I asked my father where our rather unusual surname originated.  He 
produced a letter he had received a few years previous from a Thomas Muat in 
the US who wondered if we were CONNECTed to the Haddington Muats’ – “that 
infamous lot” who were all shoemakers in the Incorporation of Shoemakers in 
Haddington.  Well that was like a red flag to a bull – I just had to find out.  The 
need to know where I come from and how far my ancestors influence me as a 
person - and how far back I could take the family lines, has become an obsession.  
I’ve been researching in the NRS since 1986 and spent just about all of my years 
in the Dundas Room.  I was very sad to move to the Adam Dome after all this 
time, but embraced change.  I worked away on my paternal line for many years 
getting back to 1624 in East Lothian and Edinburgh with the 
Muat/Thomson/Burns lines and then started on my maternal side which took me 
back to 1525 in Edinburgh on the Samwell/Samuel/Alexander/Milne and 
Donaldson lines and back to 1700 in Forfar on the Fyfe/Petrie/Dawson lines.  I 
love that my family origins are well spread out in the British Isles, Canada and 
the USA, Australia and New Zealand, England, China and Russia.  What has kept 
me in genealogy is just as important to ask.  I’d have to say it has been ‘people’ 
that have kept my passion kindled for genealogy. The members of ASGRA for 
example always supportive and helpful and others such as the genie-network 
pulls researchers to chat and share ideas; some of those in IHGS (our yearly get-
together and Genies on Tour weekends) and those further afield in England and 
across the pond, and my clients too – that support and inspire me to achieve 
more.  The common theme of finding our origins and who we really are, has 
been a massive driving force, and I have a feeling I will never change my view.  



CONNECT 

The newsletter of AGI and ASGRA,  

the accrediting bodies for Irish and Scottish Genealogists 

Issue No. 7: February 2018        Page 15 

 

Maybe this is why I love doing research for clients as I can identify with their 
need to know where they come from.          

 

Q7 What has been your favourite piece of research or most interesting 
assignment? This is really difficult to answer as I have had so many really exciting 
pieces of research to carry out over the years.  I traced a branch of the Lyon 
Family from Lyons (Normandy) to Glamis to London to Ireland and then to the US 
(Mass/Boston).  I was able to consult many fantastic sources for this 50 hour 
project over the continents.  I’ve currently finished a 40 hour research project for 
an elderly lady who greatly loved being involved on a daily basis with what I was 
finding for her and it kept her active/occupied each day which has been good for 
her recovery.  She had a stroke in early November and I was keen to get the info 
to her incase she had another stroke and passed without knowing.  It has been a 
fantastic journey for both her and me and she is incredibly grateful to finally 
know about her Dickson, Drummond, Gilbert, Straiton and Jardine family lines 
and answer all those niggles or family stories that she wanted answered but 
couldn’t find any evidence for.       

 

Q8 What is your favourite Archive and Why? This has to be the National Records of 
Scotland.  There is just so many record sources housed there and it is right on my 
doorstep too.  When I started researching my family lines 30+ years ago, it was 
to the NRS that I went.  It has been like a second home to me ever since.  I also 
really like visiting the John Gray Centre in Haddington.  They have many good 
sources for East Lothian.  I like the trip over to Aberlady and Haddington as I feel 
I am walking places where my ancestors walked.  Very humbling!       

 

Q9 How is your own family tree? Expanding!  Think at the last count it was 4,4854 
individuals!  The good feature of being a genealogist is that I get the opportunity 
to dip in and out of my own family tree when I can and it truly amazes me what I 
can still find out even after years of research!  I’m never satisfied with what I find 
and spend time re-doing my research/formats.  Lots of dotting the ‘i’s’ and 
crossing the ‘t’s’.  If I followed the same format with my clients, I would never 
get anything finished!  My ultimate aim is to start at the beginning of my family 
line again and work my way through for one final time and be satisfied that it is 
actually all there and move on.  Then I can start working on something else that I 
have an interest in like the apprenticeship indenture database or my Jacobite 
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soldiers or my One Place Study of Aberlady.    

 

Q10 What tips can you offer a beginner? A tip is to learn from the experiences of 
others and to ask for advice and guidance regularly.  It is only a new question 
once…then you’ve learnt it.  Another tip is to always ‘have a go’ within an area of 
genealogy that you have never looked at before – and learn from researching it.  
Keeping a log of links/info you find or sources you consult is great for CPD.       

 

Q11 How do you relax or what other interests do you have? Relax?  What’s that?  
Genealogists never relax….right?  I do try and take time away from client work at 
the weekend, mostly spending time with my children and mucking out at the 
stables or visiting places with castles, history and a beach.  I love watching 
murder mysteries/thrillers on TV – Death In Paradise; Agatha Christie dramas; all 
Victorian/Bronte/Dickens dramas; NCIS and New Tricks.  I like to keep up to date 
and in regular contact with my friends and my genie-friends too on social media.  
Oh and yes, I love a wee dram or two sometimes!  I’m partial to an Ardbeg, 
Glenglassaugh, Old Pulteney or Jura!  I did say I was t-total didn’t I?    

 

Q12 Any other comments or information to add? I am delighted that ASGRA has an 
allied with AGI.  With so much evidence of Scots migrating to Ireland over the 
centuries and vice-versa, it seems completely right and appropriate that there 
the societies are CONNECTed in genealogy.   
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Introducing Anne-Marie SMITH from AGI 
 

 

Anne-Marie was Hon. Secretary of AGI 
for 3 years retiring at the AGM last 
December.    

 

Her easy-going style and helpful manner 
were much appreciated by members 
across Ireland.   

Here she tells us about herself and her 
time at the helm of AGI. 

 

 

 

Ref. Questions 

Q1 Name:   

Anne-Marie Smith, MAGI 

 

Q2 Email:      

ams.intothepast@gmail.com 

 

Q3 Occupation:   

Professional Genealogist 

 

Q4 Location:    

Raheny, Dublin, Ireland. 
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Q5 Areas of research and specialisms:    

I particularly like searching for Dublin ancestors in the 19th/20th century, 
however I undertake research for all of Ireland.  I love researching military 
records (if they have survived), prison records and newspaper archives.  I also 
trace living descendants for clients and I can provide ‘bespoke’ families trees if 
required. 

 

Q6 What brought you into genealogy?   

My love of history and historical places since I was a child.   My dad had a great 
interest in castles, big old houses and historical sites, and when I was a child 
we would visit all of these places during our holidays in the country.  I enjoyed 
walking around old graveyards and looking at the inscriptions on headstones 
(some might say this was rather morbid) wondering who these people were, 
how they lived and why nobody was looking after their graves.   

It fascinated me so much that when I took up genealogy as a profession I 
enjoyed tracing living descendants for people, which enabled them to visit 
Ireland and find those old headstones and perhaps clean them up and place 
some flowers on them.   Those long-forgotten ancestors could then be placed 
in their family tree where they belonged.  

 

Q7 What has been your favourite piece of research or most interesting 
assignment?   

There have been quite a few, but one of my earlier research projects was quite 
fascinating.  The research took me from France, to the south of England, then 
to New York, back to England and finally Dublin.  It involved a ‘self ordained’ 
priest who built his own Church, he then left England bankrupt in the 1850s, 
and arrived in New York under suspicious circumstances.  He had a liaison with 
his Irish servant, left the priesthood (or was ‘defrocked’) after a well 
documented row with the Bishop of New York at the time and finally returned 
to England with his ‘wife’ and children.   

When he arrived back in England he became involved in hydrotherapy and 
opened a spa.  When he died his wife returned to Ireland and described herself 
as the ‘widow of a medical doctor’!  (a stretch of the imagination).  Her son 
was also in trouble in Dublin and spent some time in prison.  A most 
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interesting project! 

 

Q8 What is your favourite Archive and Why?  

I have always enjoyed researching in the GRO in Dublin, tracing births, deaths 
and marriages and finding that all important and vital piece of information 
(before it went online).    I have had many ‘Eureka’ moments there!   

I also enjoy searching in the Registry of Deeds, although it can be time 
consuming and difficult at times.  It also requires strength and stamina to lift 
those ‘Tombstones’, but well worth it in the end.  Their records can provide a 
lot of information, particularly as some of them are so old. 

 

Q9 How is your own family tree?   

When my aunt passed away I cleared out the cottage where she lived (my 
maternal grandparents’ house) and discovered an old suitcase in one of the 
wardrobes.  This contained a treasure trove of information on my maternal 
side, and started me off on a journey to compile a family tree.  I managed to 
get back to the 1840s. 

I then started my paternal side, which was a little more interesting as five of 
my dad’s siblings went to the USA in the late 1920s/early 1930s, and I traced 
living descendants for all of them.  An uncle of mine took part in the Battle of 
the Bulge during WW2 and was awarded the Purple Heart.   

This research culminated in a Gathering in New York some years ago, meeting 
relatives I had never heard of.  A very emotional day for everyone. 

 

Q10 What tips can you offer a beginner?   

The first thing a beginner should do is start with what they know - their own 
parents and siblings, then their grandparents and piece together each 
generation back, always making a note of where they found the records.   

They should always ‘seek the source’ as this is vital in ensuring that the correct 
family has been identified in each generation.   
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They should be aware of spelling variants, incorrect ages and/or places of birth 
on census returns and birth, marriage and death records.  Don’t always accept 
what is recorded on these documents, and ‘think outside the box’.  People 
were illiterate back in the 1800s and early 1900s and most people had never 
seen their own birth record.  Sometimes information recorded on documents 
was provided by someone other than a relative.   

Most important of all - ENJOY THE JOURNEY! 

 

Q11 You were Hon. Secretary for 3 years, Anne-Marie.  Tell us about the 
experience!  

It was truly a most informative and enriching time for me.   I had only become 
an accredited member a few months before I started my tenure as Hon. 
Secretary, so I hit the ground running!  However, I learned so much in the 3 
years about AGI (or APGI as it was when I started my 3 years as Hon. Sec).   

A lot happened during that time, one of the significant events was changing 
our name from APGI to AGI. 

AGI also formed an Alliance with ASGRA during my tenure, which has been 
very successful to date. 

My colleagues on Council were most helpful and supportive in my early days as 
Hon. Sec, and I am very grateful to each and every one of them.  It has been a 
huge learning curve, it gave me an opportunity to meet the wider membership 
of AGI during many of the events organised during the 3 years. 

It has certainly enhanced my skills both in organisation, communication and in 
my profession as a genealogist.  It has been a pleasure to both serve AGI and 
serve with my colleagues on Council. 

I wish our new Hon. Secretary – Georgina Scally – all the very best for her 3 
years, and I hope she enjoys her time as much as I did, and learns as much as I 
did. 

 

Q12 How do you relax or what other interests do you have? 

I love walking and I take part in the Women’s Mini Marathon in Dublin every 



CONNECT 

The newsletter of AGI and ASGRA,  

the accrediting bodies for Irish and Scottish Genealogists 

Issue No. 7: February 2018        Page 21 

 

year, it is a great day out and all for charity.   

I also enjoy reading, when I get the chance, and of course socialising with 
friends, maybe taking in a show and dinner. 

 

Q13 Any other comments or information to add? 

Being a member of Accredited Genealogists Ireland has opened up so many 
doors for me, and it has enriched my life both personally and professionally.  
Genealogy is such a fascinating subject and no two research projects are the 
same. 

In answer to that well know question ‘Who Do You Think You Are’, I can now 
say with confidence that I DO KNOW WHO I AM! 
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Focus on …. 
 

In each Issue we will focus on a Scottish or an Irish archive. 
 
The purpose of these guides is to give some “top tips” for practical use of the archives 
based on the experience of users.  So you will hopefully find out some different details to 
those advertised on the archive’s website!! 
 
We hope that this will help new users feel more comfortable using these archives for the 
first time.  The authors of these articles are also happy to hear from new users of these 
archives if they have any further questions about them. 
 

Spotlight on... 

The National Library of Scotland in Edinburgh 
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As well as being an important European research library, the National Library of Scotland 

is also Scotland’s legal deposit library.  Situated at George IV Bridge it enables access to 

rare and hard to find volumes, including special collections manuscripts.  Although a 

reader’s ticket is required to use the facilities, an increasing range of resources have 

been digitised and are available online and which may be accessed from the comfort of 

home.  Amongst these are British Military Lists, First World War official photographs, the 

Walter Macfarlane genealogies of ancient Scottish families (1750), C19th and C20th clan 

and family histories, and very useful map images and Scottish Post Office directories to 

name but a few.  However to access the full range of resources online your main address 

must be in Scotland.   

 

Further details at http://digital.nls.uk/gallery/category/family-history . 

 

The NLS is not the main location for family 
history and genealogical documents in Scotland 
but it does provide additional access to a range 
of traditional resources such as supplementary 
card indexes, fiche records and CD-ROMs, that 
are not easily accessible elsewhere – a delight 
for old stagers! 

 

When coming to the NLS for the first time it is 
necessary to register in order to be able to use 
the Reading Rooms and proof of identity must be 
provided.  Visitors from Ireland should check 
beforehand at enquiries@nls.uk to ensure they 
have acceptable documents for a temporary 
pass. 

NLS Entrance Hall George IV Bridge 

 

In addition to general census and parish BMD information the NLS has the following 

resources:  

 

❖ Historical clubs and societies – transcriptions of Old Parish Registers etc. 

http://digital.nls.uk/gallery/category/family-history
mailto:enquiries@nls.uk
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❖ Directories – street and county; Scottish Post Office; Trade and professional; military; 

Peerage and landed gentry; ecclesiastical; University; ancestors in India. 

❖ Emigration and passenger lists – emigration schemes, Scots abroad databases. 

❖ Gravestone inscriptions – many published and manuscript monumental inscriptions.  

❖ India Papers collection – a wide range of material including MIs, reports, military 

documents. 

❖ Local history – The important Statistical Accounts of Scotland including the Third 

(1951-1992). 

❖ Manuscripts – family and estate archives, emigrants correspondence, labour and 

trade union history 

❖ Military lists – Army from 1714; Navy from 1814 and Air Force from 1919 and the 

muster roll of the Jacobite Army. 

❖ Newspapers – NLS collects copies of all daily, weekly, free and community papers. 

There is also a useful index of Scottish Newspapers and where to find them as well 

as the Scotsman Digital Archive 

❖ State Papers – The Borders papers (1560-1603); payments to tradesmen 1473-

1580); Register of the Privy Council of Scotland (1545-1689);  Register of the Privy 

Seal of Scotland, AD 1488-1584. 

❖ Surnames, histories and biographies –  NLS has a large collection of published family 

histories indexed in Ferguson Joan P S (1986)  Scottish Family Histories. Edinburgh: 

National Library of Scotland. 

❖ Scottish traditional culture – extensive information on clans, tartans, heraldry and coat 

of arms 
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❖ Valuation and voters' rolls – including valuation rolls, voters’ rolls, electoral rolls etc. 

 

❖ Maps – there is an extensive maps 

reading room at Causewayside Edinburgh  

but more importantly map early Scottish 

maps have been digitised and are 

available on line. These include Maps of 

Scotland 1560-1928, military maps and  

 

 

 

George IV Bridge Reading Room 

❖ Ordnance Survey town plans 1847-1895 

❖ Films – a collection of films reflecting on the lives of ordinary people in Scotland and 

home movies at Kelvin Hall Glasgow.  Also available at the General Reading Room in 

Edinburgh by arrangement. 

 

All repositories are well worth visiting but thorough preparation beforehand is 
recommended. 
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Causewayside Building Edinburgh 

 

 

 

 

 

                             Kelvin Hall Glasgow – currently being renovated. 

© Photographs with kind permission of NLS and Stuart Coles 

 

 

End of Newsletter 


